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Fishy Food: The power and politics of aquatic food systems 

 

 

PIs, Prof. Christina Hicks 

 

We are seeking a highly motivated and enthusiastic environmental social scientist to contribute to a 
project investigating the power and politics of food systems in Kenya and Ghana to work closely with 
researchers from Lancaster University, World Fish, Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute, 
and the University of Ghana.  
 
This project will take fishing as a starting point from which the policies, practices, structures, and 
power dynamic’s that shape systems of food production (e.g. fishing), distribution, and consumption 
will be analysed at local, national, and international scales in Kenya and Ghana. 
 
Coastal communities in the tropics are intimately connected to the environments in which they live. 
Environments within which people’s identities, histories, and stories are formed. For example food, in 
addition to meeting people’s nutritional needs, forges social and cultural bonds, connecting people to 
land, culture, community, and history. Food is therefore a central component of people’s cultural 
identities forming a central bond between people and the environments in which they live. 
 
This project fits within a broader ERC funded project that aims to uncover the ecological and socio-
cultural determinants of the contributions SSF make to human health. This is a multi-institutional, multi 



country project, with core collaborators based in UK, US, Canada, Malaysia, Kenya, Ghana, and 
Seychelles. 
 

The specific focus of the project will be developed by the research associate in dialogue with PI’s and 
partners. Angles include: gender and intersectional perspectives, mobilities and the politics of 
fisheries, alternative discourses and initiatives (e.g. food sovereignty movements), the intersections 
between fisheries and climate change adaptation /conservation/ vulnerability / resilience. 

Example questions we are interested in exploring include: 

 How does power shapes access to food at local, national, and international scales? 

 How do policies, new and historical, shape access for different social groups (e.g. women, 

migrants).  

 How do inequities manifest in aquatic food systems and what social structures support them.  

The ideal candidate will have a background in human geography, sociology, political science or similar 
fields; and a demonstrated interest in addressing environmental challenges. They should be 
committed to working with or across diverse disciplines, with and across diverse cultures, and expect 
to spend time in Kenya, Ghana, and between the host institutions. The candidate will work collaborate 
with key partners at WorldFish, . 
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Informal enquiries to Dr Christina Hicks, Lancaster Environment Centre, +44 (0)1524 595089, 
christina.hicks@lancaster.ac.uk.  
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